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 HIV in EECA region
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• EECA is now the only region where the number of new HIV infectons 
has increased annually, from 120 000 to 190 000 between 2010 and 
2015, resultng in the number of people with HIV increasing from 1,0 
million to 1,5 million in the same period.
•  Although new WHO guidelines recommend treatment for all people 
living with HIV irrespectve of CD4 count, coverage with antretroviral 
therapy in the region is from 4  to 50% (2015)

• Prison populaton includes all vulnerable groups: sex workers, MSM, 
PWUD as a result criminalizaton of risk behavior.
• Hight prevalence of HIV, Hepatts C and B, tuberculosis in prisons



Incarceraton rate (per 100 000 populaton) in EECA region  (2015)
(Altce FL, Kamarulzaman A, Soriano VV, Schechter M)
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HIV prevalence among inmates and at populaton in EECA 
region (%) (2015)

(Altce FL, Kamarulzaman A, Soriano VV, Schechter M)
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Prisons in EECA region 

Inheritance of soviet system:

•Old-fashioned buildings

•Lack of personal:

•Medical  staf  – 2-3 MDs per 600- 
1000 inmates 

 Psychologist – 2 – 3 per 1000  inmates 

Specialist – 1 per 100 – 200 inmates 

•Prison is not a 5 –stars hotel, but 
inmates must  have appropriate 
conditons, food, medical and 
psychological services 
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Prison TB hospital Russia, Siberia 
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The United Natons Standard Minimum Rules for the 
Treatment of Prisoners (the Nelson Mandela Rules)
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Rule 24 
• 1. The provision of health care for prisoners is a State responsibility. Prisoners 
should enjoy the same standards of health care that are available in the 
community, and should have access to necessary health-care services free of 
charge without discriminaton on the grounds of their legal status. 
• 2. Health-care services should be organized in close relatonship to the 
general public health administraton and in a way that ensures contnuity of 
treatment and care, including for HIV, tuberculosis and other infectous 
diseases, as well as for drug dependence.



Problems and barriers to HIV- care in prisons  
in EECA countries:   
TESTING 
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• Limited access to HIV testng in society: people who have confict 
with law, are usually “hard – to – access” group 
• More then 50% inmates received counselling and were tested frst 
in prisons in Ukraine and Kyrgyzstan 
• Quality of VCT is not standardized in diferent setngs 
• Sometmes HIV testng is not voluntary 
• Some inmates refuses testng, especially if knows HIV status

 



ART coverage in prisons, % (2015)
(Altce FL, Kamarulzaman A, Soriano VV, Schechter M)
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Problems and barriers to HIV- care in prisons  
in EECA countries:   
TREATMENT 
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• ART coverage – 5-70% in prisons in EECA region (2015)
• Providers of care in EECA region – MDs of penitentary system. As result – 
decreasing of confdence, adherence problems. 
• TB epidemy in prisons: inappropriate infecton control, restricted access to 
modern screening, diagnostc, lack of adherence to TB treatment, low motvaton 
to receive IPT among inmates; 
• Limited Access for Hepatts C and B treatment 
• Lack of cooperaton between prisons and public health
• No one  EECA country has data on ART retenton afer release

 



HIV care for inmates in Ukraine (2016)
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• Medical staf trained on VCT, ART , TB treatment 
• ART is available at all regions of Ukraine  
• 01.01.2017 р. 
- 3730  HIV + inmates (6,13% of prison populaton)
- 2243  of them received ART  (60%). 
- Access to VL -  2806 on ART;  1826 without ART 
• NGOs are implementng care and support projects in prisons 



NGO’s support  (1st part of 2017) 
coverage – 146 setngs 

preventon
• 3971 inmates (2282 women) 
received preventon services 

Social support 

4814 inmates  (507 women)
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What we have to do?

Advocacy 
• Decriminalizaton of risk behavior 
• Access to HIV, TB and hepatts C 
treatment 
• Medical care must be conducted by 
public health insttutes to guarantee 
quality of care before and afer 
release 
• Educatonal program for staf 
targeted at stgma and discriminaton 

Interventon for inmates  
• Psychological and social support 
• Patents educaton 
• Involving into treatment  
programs
•  Management of side efects 
• Popularizaton of IPT
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