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ECDC: An EU agency dedicated to the prevention and 
control of communicable diseases 

 Operational May 2005

 Located in Stockholm, Sweden

 28 EU + 3 EEA Member States

 Work with national public health 
institutes 

Mission:  Identify, assess and communicate current and emerging 
health threats from communicable diseases



New HIV diagnoses - overview

EU/EEA 2014

Full report and tables and can be 
downloaded at:

www.ecdc.europa.eu

http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/


HIV diagnoses in the EU/EEA, 2014

Number of countries 31

Number of HIV diagnoses 29 992

Rate per 100 000 population 5.9

Rate 50+ years per 100 000 population 2.6

Percentage 50+ years 17.1

Male-to-female ratio 3.3

Transmission mode (%)

Sex between men 42

Heterosexual 33

Injecting drug use 4

Mother to child transmission <1

Unknown/other 20

Source: ECDC/WHO (2015). HIV/AIDS Surveillance in Europe, 2014



Rate of HIV diagnoses among people aged 50 and 
older, by country of notification, EU/EEA, 2014

Source: ECDC/WHO (2015). HIV/AIDS Surveillance in Europe, 2014



Age- and gender-specific rates of HIV 
diagnoses, EU/EEA, 2014

Source: ECDC/WHO (2015). HIV/AIDS Surveillance in Europe, 2014
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Source: ECDC/WHO (2015). HIV/AIDS Surveillance in Europe, 2014

Percentage of HIV diagnoses, by route of 
transmission, by age group, EU/EEA, 2014 



HIV diagnoses, by migration status, by age 
group, EU/EEA, 2014

Source: ECDC/WHO (2015). HIV/AIDS Surveillance in Europe, 2014
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HIV diagnoses, by CD4 cell count per mm3 at 
diagnosis, by age group, EU/EEA, 2014

Source: ECDC/WHO (2015). HIV/AIDS Surveillance in Europe, 2014
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New HIV diagnoses - Trend over time

EU/EEA 2004-2014



0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

50+ years 15-49

Proportion of HIV diagnoses among people 
aged 50 and older, EU/EEA, 1990-2014

Source: ECDC/WHO (2015). HIV/AIDS Surveillance in Europe, 2014



Rate of HIV diagnoses, by age group, EU/EEA, 
2004-2014

Source: ECDC/WHO (2015). HIV/AIDS Surveillance in Europe, 2014

Data is not adjusted for reporting delay

All ages

15-49

50+

N
o
ti
fi
ca

ti
o
n
 r

a
te

 (
ca

se
s/

1
0
0
 0

0
0
),

 l
o
g
 s

ca
le

Year of diagnosis



Source: ECDC/WHO (2015). HIV/AIDS Surveillance in Europe, 2014

Rate of HIV diagnoses, by gender and age 
group, EU/EEA, 2004-2014

Data is not adjusted for reporting delay
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Data is not adjusted for reporting delay. Cases from Estonia and Poland excluded due to incomplete reporting on transmission mode during the 
period; cases from Bulgaria, Italy and Spain excluded due to increasing national coverage over the period or aggregate reporting.

Source: ECDC/WHO (2015). HIV/AIDS Surveillance in Europe, 2014

HIV diagnoses, by transmission mode and age 
group, EU/EEA, 2004-2014
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Median and IQ distribution of CD4 T cell count per mm3  

at diagnosis, people aged 50 and older, EU/EEA, 2004-
2013

Source: ECDC/WHO (2014). HIV/AIDS Surveillance in Europe, 2015

p<0.001 



Testing coverage and uptake
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Rates of HIV tests performed per 1 000 population*

*excluding unlinked anonymous testing and testing of blood donations

Source: ECDC/WHO (2015). HIV/AIDS Surveillance in Europe, 2014



HIV testing among people aged 50 and over



Indicator Condition guided testing?



Barriers to testing among people aged 50 and over

Patient-level factors

 Lower HIV-related knowledge; fears and misconceptions (1, 2, 3)

 Self-assessment of risk (1, 4)

 Misattribution of symptoms to other causes: e.g. aging (4, 5) 

Provider-level factors

 Discomfort in exploring older patients’ sexual behaviour (1, 4)

 Lack of specific training and misattribution of symptoms to aging (1, 4)

Institutional-level factors

 Lack/unawareness of specific guidelines (1)

Societal-level factors

 Stigma-ageism: older adults are not at risk for HIV, older adults are 

asexual, targeting HIV prevention to older adults is futile (1, 3)

1. T Davis et al., 2015
2. 2. A Sankar et al., 2011

3. D Milaszewski et al.,2012
4. HM Lekas et al., 2005

5. K Siegel et al., 2011  



Conclusions

• New HIV diagnoses among people aged 50 and older 
have been increasing over the past decade in the EU/EEA

• Older adults newly diagnosed with HIV in the EU/EEA are 
more likely to be men, national and late tester

• HIV new diagnoses are increasing among older women 
as opposed to younger age groups

• Older people are less likely to be offered and to test for HIV: 
missed opportunities

• Needs for tailored interventions and testing approaches 
to increase coverage and uptake
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